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Sidewinder Wire Belting Spares Food Plant Costly 
Downtime
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Contact your local BDI branch for more information on conveyor components and other BDI Solutions.

A prepared foods customer was experiencing up to 40 minutes of downtime 
each week on a breader line at its Texas plant. The existing belt, a traditional-
style Lumsden 4291, was snagging and clogging.

The Problem:

BDI suggested the plant try Lumsden’s Sidewinder SW1 on the line. The new 
Sidewinder belt has a slightly different wire profile that dramatically increases 
belt strength and reduces stretch, which often causes snagging. It is quick 
and easy to splice.

The plant agreed to try Sidewinder on negotiated billing terms, allowing 
time to determine if the new belt would solve the problem. The Lumsden 
representative visited the plant with BDI to assist in the initial installation.

The Solution:

Success Made Easier:

The new Sidewinder belt has been in operation for 16 weeks without a single 
downtime occurrence. That equates to $31,788.27 in documented cost 
savings (downtime, labor, and materials). Plant management is now planning 
to change out belting on the remaining breader lines.

Downtime Savings = $2,221 per hour x 20 minutes per downtime 
x 2 instances per week x 16 weeks = $23,690.67

Labor Savings = $14.85 per hour x 2 workers x 20 minutes per downtime 
x 2 instances per week x 16 weeks = $316.80

Material Savings = $48.63 x 5’ of belt replaced each downtime 
occurrence x 2 instances per week x 16 weeks = $7,780.80

TOTAL COST SAVINGS = $31,788.27
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Adhesives / Sealants / Lubricants
Bearings

Chains / Sprockets
Filters

Gearboxes
Motors & Drives

Hydraulic / Pneumatic

Industrial Supplies / Safety
Linear Motion
Mechanical Power 
Transmission 
Retaining / Locking Devices
Material Handling
O-rings & Seals

Belt Survey
Evaluate and optimize your conveyor components.
Identify problem applications and upgrade 
material specifications to increase uptime and 
reduce premature failures.

Documented Cost Savings
Recommend products with longer life to produce 
documented cost savings.

Energy Savings
Reduce your carbon footprint and your operational 
costs with best practices on energy savings.

Repairs
Our repair services include bearings, ball screws, 
conveyor belts, cylinders, electric motors, gear 
boxes, servo valves, trolley chains, fabrications, 
component rebuilds and more.

Inventory Optimization & Management
Reduce your costs with product standardization to 
eliminate duplicate inventory.

Priority Account Reporting
Our Priority Accounts team provides customized 
reporting that is tailored to your unique information 
requirements and requested frequencies.

OEM Interchange
We can help you convert OEM components to off-
the-shelf substitutes at considerable savings, with 
no sacrifice in quality.

On-Site Training
Seminars include: conveyor belting, speed 
reducers, maintenance tools and procedures, new 
technology introduction, and customized learning 
programs.
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